SMART™ Lesson
Exploring Complex Themes

As we delve deeper into literature, we encounter themes that are often complex and
difficult to understand at first. An author may explore a theme through characters, plot,
and symbolism, challenging readers to think critically about the message conveyed.

What are complex themes?

Complex themes are overarching ideas or concepts that can be difficult to understand
due to their multifaceted nature. They may involve exploring issues such as morality,
identity, love, grief, or power from different perspectives, often raising ethical and social
questions. Frequently, complex themes necessitate readers to consider the text's
historical and cultural context, as well as their own experiences and beliefs, to recognize
their significance accurately.

How to identify complex themes while reading?

Identifying complex themes while reading involves specific steps:

e |dentify patterns recurring throughout the text.

e Search for contradictions, tensions, and ambiguities.

e Consider the message conveyed by the setting, characters, and plot.

e Pay attention to the author's use of imagery, language, and symbolism.
e Read critically and ask questions.

Example: Exploring the theme of isolation in Emily
Bronte's Wuthering Heights

Wuthering Heights is a novel exploring various themes, including love, revenge, and
power. One of the most prominent themes explored in the novel is isolation. Through the
characters and the setting, Bronte illustrates the devastating effects of isolation on an
individual's psyche.

Questions:

1. What is the theme of isolation in Wuthering Heights?

2. How does Bronte explore the theme of isolation in the novel?

3. What are the effects of isolation on the characters in the novel?

4. How does the setting contribute to the theme of isolation?

5. What is the message conveyed by Bronte through the theme of isolation?
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