SMART™ Lesson

Conducting Effective Research for
Literature

Researching literature is an essential aspect of studying English. It helps to develop a
deeper understanding of the text, its author, and the context in which it was written.
Here are some tips for conducting effective research:

1. Identify your research topic

Decide what you want to research. Are you interested in learning more about the
author's life, the historical context of the text, or the literary movements represented in
the work? Once you have a clear research question, you can start gathering information.

2. Utilize offline and online resources

Your school and local library are great resources for finding information about literature.
There are also many online databases and academic journals that you can access.
Remember to always evaluate your sources to ensure they are credible and reliable.

3. Take good notes

When taking notes, be sure to write down key information such as the author’'s name,
publication date, and relevant quotes or passages from the text. This will make it easier
to organize your thoughts and write your paper later on.

4. Analyze your findings

After gathering your research, analyze your findings to see how they relate to your
research question. Do they support or challenge your ideas? Use your notes to guide
your analysis and create an outline for your paper.

Questions:

1. Why is researching literature important?

2. What are some offline and online resources you can use to conduct research?
3. What information should you write down when taking notes?

4. What should you do after gathering your research?
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